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Our Viwrnrairt es

Dear Readers

As | sit writing this
Y2yikKQa S
| am waiting for
news about my
INI YROKAf RNE
passports arrival

we can go to France

in July.So when you

read this we will
know if they arrived or not.

Now you may or may not know that passports are a relatively mawntion

that only really started in the 1920after the FirstWorld War Before then
people could fairly freely travel where they wanted, although documents that
allowedi N} St (GKNRddzZZK T2NBRIY TNR N & K$t |
from the 15th century.

It could be argued that the earliest passport is netaml in the bible. Nehemiah
2:7¢9, dating from approximately 450 BC, states that Nehemiah, an official
serving King Artaxerxes | of Persia, asked permission to travel to Judea; the
1TAYy3 AINFYGIGSR SIS FyR 31 @3S KAY £l f
requesting safe passage for him as he treagethrough their lands.

But with the start of mass movements of people after fiest World W NJ Wi K
9YSNHSyO& vdzzdal !'04G 2F MpumQ FyR {1
passed to limit the inflow of imrgrants and with this came the mass
introduction of passports.

Like many human ideas the passport was almost destined to be an object of
freedom for the advantaged and a burden for others. In the X32®&ife was a
F220y20S 2y KSN Kdzi Ry VR Qal NI SvhdraisiIil K|
men werefree to roam where they wanted¥ortunately this has changed with

all beng allowed their own passporThis has become complicated for children
now requiring thér own passports and not being able to tedvon their

LJ- NB passpofds.We could debate if this is an improvement or a sad
reflection of the state of family relationships.



To hold various passports grants the bearer many privileges, the tradition of
having a British passport, was at one time viemportant, your almost get out

of jail free card for some travellers. The lack of a passport of any country or to
have your passport confiscated is a great source of pain and anguish for others.
The advantages of a diplotia passport we will pass ovebn a passing note
there are many types of passports used in IndiaeBdnes for the general
public, white passpors for government officialsdiplomatic passports and
orange passports for those who have not been educated beyond grade 10 and
do not containan address page!

But it makes us think about our citizenship, the country to which we give our
loyalty, for it not only aids us in foreign travel but defines who we are in many
circumstances.

So | wonder what our heawly passport might look likeVhat ®uld it be,

what would it say on the inside?

h¥ O2dz2NBRS 6S gAff ySOHSNI aSS || LIKeaa
stop us thinking about our citizenshipWhen do we get oupassport? Or how

do we apply?l would suggest that we apply at our montesf converson,

when we say in our hearts that we want to follow Jedhat we want to be
Christians.. ST2NB (KSy> S OFry o6S | yIlYS
maybe our parents or Godparents, grandparents or even friends, wheie th
faith is carrymg us alongThat can happen at our p&ism or even before and
after, someone commits themselves to care and look after our spifitu
wellbeing. Scripture tells us that a loving and faithful wife can save her
husband and the same is trudce versaie. that our faith can reach into
20KSNAQ ftA@Sas 6S OFy 0S02YS (GKSANJI 3
Then at some point we need to take on that responsibility, to be born again for
ourselves.

Scripture talks about a family
relationship, about being adopted
into D2 RQA& Fl YAT
children of God, heirs or
inheritors of the kingdom of God. |
And so there is the uniquenes
and unity that is foundin the
Trinity. 2 S NB LI NI
family and yet we are also
individuals.



But there is a big difference between onational passpd and our spiritual
passport, 6r one is set up to keep others out and one is set to invite others in.
For all are inviédd to become citizens of heaventhere are no quota or
limitations, no complicated forms to complete, no long apgiion process to

go through, no worries about asylum seek and illegal immigrants, no
worries about lost or stolen passports.

So let us rejoice about our heavenly citizenship and let us pray for those who
are struggling with their earthly citizenshipé@all its complications.

S/ mon
O

B3 Prebend Centre

CAN YOU ROUGH IT FOR ONE NIGHT?

On Saturday 24th September 2022, from 5pm to 7am, we invite you to
experience a little of what it's like sleep rough and at the same time join us
for some food, live music and other activities.

The experience may be wet, cold and uncomfortable. But, for you, this time will be
short lived before going back to a life where all your basics are in place i like a
roof over your head, feeling safe and warm, having the love of family and friends
around and regular meals. For those we support at SMART Prebend Centre and
other locations around Bedford, the discomfort, loneliness and fear involved with
sleeping rough is part of their daily challenge.

Where will the Sleepout be held?
Pilgrims School, Brickhill Drive, Bedford MK41 7QZ.
Why should you register?

Many of wus know and understand what it o:
hardship with the rising cost of living and rocketing fuel process. And for some of

us in the community, thiswilll mean making the choice be
eatingd. The SMART Prebend Centre expecHt
meals now prepared every month for those who are vulnerably housed and facing

real hardship, that these numbers will grow significantly.

What will you be fundraising for?

We would like to fully open the SMART Prebend Centre to help to support those
who need our help i this means that we need your participation i in person at the
school, OR virtually in your back garden in this important event.

REGISTER TO DO A VIRTUAL SLEEP OUT FROM HOME

5


https://jp457.keap-link002.com/v2/click/21ece4e6c1cf691a60c1cda46ea863ac/eJyNkE0LgkAQhv_LnKW11ai8iYSI5aGPc4gOtWXrsDsGEf731opOBV3nfd4H3rkDoy41ZzVEcKJwMgUPDFaKFGpOWs1l9Qzl2PegUfqcmrYjiO7fip98uAZzOfaAb4SO2K7jJM-KdL_MityRVBrn_0czmYXBR7NYxdkS-v6nFy-KF1enthCx6XAYUys3iHemcfyRmWwkhMGDsoxm5NBjZ3FUtRdBVuDQFZtVvN5uGkRqO5a-lM5cEqGu3x_J8fby9w-D_mki

A partnership project open to all churches, run by: C h u rc h Of
R

i | Mg England
e g Environment
Environment Programme ’
CHURCHES = Programme
COUNT ON AT 7 LTS
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https://www.youtube.com/c/TheChurchofEngland/videos

Messy Church «June
2022

On Sunday 26" June we held our
regular Messy Church in the
Church Hall. We had a good
number of families and we all had
great fun. The crafts focused on
the Natural World. The first
craft the children embarked on
was making an elephant made
; from milk cartons and tissue
. paper with eyes attached. The
children all enjoyed doing this
although we did have some
elephants with just one eye and
in one case with an eye on the
top of their head! The children
also made paper sunflowers with
real sunflower seeds in the
middle; we had very creative
approaches from the children.
The last craft was to colour in a
picture of the world with paper
hands which spelt
in Godds | magebo; w
. child accidentally cut off some

. of the fingers on a hand! The
}{‘ children  worked hard and
- produced good craft which they
took home to show their friends




and families and the helpers
enjoyed spending time with the

families. We welcomed some new
9 families, and we are making good
links through baptism visits by

Marcus and Simon.

The worship focused on the
Parable of Sower. Tanya played
O0My God is a Great
OHeds Got the Whol
Handd. Everyone ¢
the actions. | talked about the
parable of the sower and we
talked about what plants need to

grow. There were some props
such as a watering can, seeds,
nettles and rocks. The children
listened carefully and answered

my questions. We talked about
when we allow our roots to be in

God we are able to grow and
flourish. God wants us to be
people who are kind and loving to

our friends, family and teachers

and to value and look after his
natural world. The children had a

plant pot with compost each and
planted a seed in their We are
teaching the children the Grace

and we always say that before

" dinner.

Sausages and rolls have become a



regular feature of Messy Church. Heather is amazing at producing 45
sausages just at the right time! Lyn worked hard making tea and
coffee for Mums, Dads and Grandparents and squash for the children.

As always Messy Church is a team effort so thank you to my amazing
helpers for everything that they do. Bookings can be made for our
next Messy church at messychurch1228@gmail.com

The team is having a month off in August but we shall soon be putting
together our schedule for September, October and November. | am
interested in hearing from people who have new craft materials but
please no more milk cartons for now! There is one thing that every
member of our congregation can do which is to pray for Messy
Church; for the children, families and helpers.

Cathy Sanderson

| don't suppose children still have autograph books these days but
when | was at primary school in the Fifties most of us had one!
Amongst all the funny entries like YYUR YYUB ICUR YY4me , and

Never make love at the garden gate. Love may be blind

but the neighbour ain d, my teacher Mr Merryfield added a
touch of class: To Christine: have a heart that never

hardens and a temper that never tries and a touch that

never hurts . This quote from Dickens is still good advice. Then this

10
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from my mother: A contented  mind is a blessing kind. A

merry heart is a purse well lined . And from my father: It
ain't no use to grumble and complain. It's just as cheap

and easy to rejoice. When God sorts out the weather and

sends rain. Why, rain's my choice. Advice rarely taken by the
man himself!

Long after the days of the well-thumbed little book | enjoyed
reading the signed thoughts of the people | admired. Jeremy Brett
modestly wrote that he was very pleased that his work was
appreciated (but | daresay he realised his stunning good looks had
something to do with it). lan Mc Kellen from the Eighties thanked
me for supporting his stance against Clause 28 (remember that?)
and said he hoped justice and love would one day prevail.

My favourite is written on a torn scrap of paper. Several years ago |
was sitting in the Morse Bar at the Randolph hotel in Oxford on a
day out and | realised Colin Dexter was sitting close by. | couldn't
resist telling him | had all his books and he said "Come and sit here",
and we had a chat. He wrote ona torn off page from a notebook

How nice it was to meet in the Morse Bar and good luck

now and always. "Keep this", he twinkled, "it'll be worth a
fortune one day".

It is now so easy to press a button and take a selfie to remember a
meeting ... But | think those written voices from the past with their
thoughtful or amusing reflections and advice have a particular
poignancy and significance.

Even the ones in the welkthumbed autograph book from Junior
Four ...

Cgém%w %ﬁ&l
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The afternoon before the Fete finds

small but dedicated had of workers
who transfer the contents of the
cupboard to the various tables in the
hall. The many boxes and bags of
books are sorted into alphabetical
order. The jigsaws stacked and the

tombolaLINA T S& Of S+ NI
hard work but worth it. The catering
ladies create the dining area and
plants start to arrive. Then the knit
and natter ladies set up a lovely
display of their handiwork

12

Thank you to Debbie for her photos
of the Fete it isso good to be able
to look back on the day. We were
very pleased to break free of the
restrictions placed on our event las
year. As ever LOTShojoks and
jigsaws appeared, quite a few
tombola prizes and various other
items. They were dutifully
transported to the back cupboard in
the hall ready for the next stage of
activity.




Saturday morning everyone is
dedicated to being ready for the 11.3(
start. The customers are queueing

up and Simon says it is time for the of]
It is busy on our bookstall arvde

made £67 which is all profit.




