
1 

 

The Magazine of 
St. Mary the Virgin, 
Goldington 

 

 

  

PARISH AND PEOPLE 
 

August 2022        80p 
 



2 

 

 

 

  

ST. MARYôS DIRECTORY 

Vicar :   The Revõd Simon Dommett    01234 351920 
  The Vicarage, Church Lane 
  Goldington, Bedford, MK41 0AP 
  the.revd.simon@gmail.com 

Associate Priest:  The Rev'd Jennie Cappleman   01234 266952 
  jennie.cappleman@yahoo.co.uk  

Curate:   The Revõd Marcus Ottaviani   07498 843908 
  thecurate.stmarys@gmail.com  

Licensed Readers :  

  Michael Furlong  01234 352134 

  Cathy Sanderson  01234 346889 

Churchwardens :  

  Colin Last  
  9 Putnoe Street, BEDFORD, MK41 8HU  01234 356261 

  Nesta Gedrych                warden@stmarygoldington.com 

   
 

Parochial Church Council  

 Secretary :  

  Sarah Collinson   01234 262123 

 Treasurer :  

  Jeff Abbott   07908 218469 

Safeguarding Officer : 
  Sue Lennon  01234 407298 

Environmental Officer :  
  Colin Last  01234 356261, 07749 316165 

Health & Safety Officer :  
  Vacant 

Electoral Roll Officer :  
  John Sheffield  01234 357439 

Church Hall Manager :  
  Geoff Sowerby   01234 403411 
 

Enquiries about baptisms and marriages are always welcome. 

Please contact the Vicar as above. 

Other enquiries should go to the Church Office 

01234 328823 or e-mail office@stmarygoldington.org.uk 
 

Registered Charity No: 1131568 



3 

 

Our Vicar writes 
 

Dear Readers 
 
As I sit writing this 
ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ 
I am waiting for 
news about my 
ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
passports arrival so 
we can go to France 
in July. So when you 
read this we will 
know if they arrived or not. 
 

Now you may or may not know that passports are a relatively new invention 
that only really started in the 1920s after the First World War  Before then 
people could fairly freely travel where they wanted, although documents that 
allowed ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǇƻǊǘǎ ΨtŀǎǎŜǊ tƻǊǘΩ όŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘύ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ 
from the 15th century.  
 

It could be argued that the earliest passport is recorded in the bible. Nehemiah 
2:7ς9, dating from approximately 450 BC, states that Nehemiah, an official 
serving King Artaxerxes I of Persia, asked permission to travel to Judea; the 
ƪƛƴƎ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ άǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊέ 
requesting safe passage for him as he travelled through their lands. 
 

But with the start of mass movements of people after the First World WŀǊ ΨǘƘŜ 
9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ vǳƻǘŀ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ мфнмΩ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ LƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ мфнп ǿŜǊŜ 
passed to limit the inflow of immigrants and with this came the mass 
introduction of passports. 
 

Like many human ideas the passport was almost destined to be an object of 
freedom for the advantaged and a burden for others. In the 1920s a wife was a 
ŦƻƻǘƴƻǘŜ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ǇŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘƛƳ, whereas 
men were free to roam where they wanted! Fortunately this has changed with 
all being allowed their own passport. This has become complicated for children 
now requiring their own passports and not being able to travel on their 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ passports. We could debate if this is an improvement or a sad 
reflection of the state of family relationships. 
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To hold various passports grants the bearer many privileges, the tradition of 
having a British passport, was at one time very important, your almost get out 
of jail free card for some travellers.  The lack of a passport of any country or to 
have your passport confiscated is a great source of pain and anguish for others. 
The advantages of a diplomatic passport we will pass over. On a passing note 
there are many types of passports used in India. Blue ones for the general 
public, white passports for government officials, diplomatic passports and 
orange passports for those who have not been educated beyond grade 10 and 
do not contain an address page! 
 

But it makes us think about our citizenship, the country to which we give our 
loyalty, for it not only aids us in foreign travel but defines who we are in many 
circumstances. 
 

So I wonder what our heavenly passport might look like. What could it be, 
what would it say on the inside? 
 

hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ΨƘŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ ǇŀǎǎǇƻǊǘΩΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
stop us thinking about our citizenship. When do we get our passport? Or how 
do we apply? I would suggest that we apply at our moment of conversion, 
when we say in our hearts that we want to follow Jesus, that we want to be 
Christians. .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǎǎǇƻǊǘΣ 
maybe our parents or Godparents, grandparents or even friends, where their 
faith is carrying us along. That can happen at our baptism or even before and 
after, someone commits themselves to care and look after our spiritual 
wellbeing. Scripture tells us that a loving and faithful wife can save her 
husband and the same is true vice versa, i.e. that our faith can reach into 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 
 

Then at some point we need to take on that responsibility, to be born again for 
ourselves.  
 

Scripture talks about a family 
relationship, about being adopted 
into DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
children of God, heirs or 
inheritors of the kingdom of God. 
And so there is the uniqueness 
and unity that is found in the 
Trinity. ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
family and yet we are also 
individuals. 
 



5 

 

But there is a big difference between our national passport and our spiritual 
passport, for one is set up to keep others out and one is set to invite others in.  
For all are invited to become citizens of heaven - there are no quotas or 
limitations, no complicated forms to complete, no long application process to 
go through, no worries about asylum seekers and illegal immigrants, no 
worries about lost or stolen passports. 
 

So let us rejoice about our heavenly citizenship and let us pray for those who 
are struggling with their earthly citizenship and all its complications.  
 

Simon  

 

 

CAN YOU ROUGH IT FOR ONE NIGHT? 

On Saturday 24th September 2022, from 5pm to 7am, we invite you to 
experience a little of what it's like sleep rough and at the same time join us 
for some food, live music and other activities.  

The experience may be wet, cold and uncomfortable. But, for you, this time will be 
short lived before going back to a life where all your basics are in place ï like a 
roof over your head, feeling safe and warm, having the love of family and friends 
around and regular meals. For those we support at SMART Prebend Centre and 
other locations around Bedford, the discomfort, loneliness and fear involved with 
sleeping rough is part of their daily challenge. 

Where will the Sleepout be held? 

Pilgrims School, Brickhill Drive, Bedford MK41 7QZ. 

Why should you register? 

Many of us know and understand what itôs like to be experiencing financial 
hardship with the rising cost of living and rocketing fuel process. And for some of 
us in the community, this will mean making the choice between ñheating or 
eatingò. The SMART Prebend Centre expects that alongside the hundreds of 
meals now prepared every month for those who are vulnerably housed and facing 
real hardship, that these numbers will grow significantly. 

What will you be fundraising for? 

We would like to fully open the SMART Prebend Centre to help to support those 
who need our help ï this means that we need your participation ï in person at the 
school, OR virtually in your back garden in this important event. 
 

REGISTER TO DO A VIRTUAL SLEEP OUT FROM HOME  

https://jp457.keap-link002.com/v2/click/21ece4e6c1cf691a60c1cda46ea863ac/eJyNkE0LgkAQhv_LnKW11ai8iYSI5aGPc4gOtWXrsDsGEf731opOBV3nfd4H3rkDoy41ZzVEcKJwMgUPDFaKFGpOWs1l9Qzl2PegUfqcmrYjiO7fip98uAZzOfaAb4SO2K7jJM-KdL_MityRVBrn_0czmYXBR7NYxdkS-v6nFy-KF1enthCx6XAYUys3iHemcfyRmWwkhMGDsoxm5NBjZ3FUtRdBVuDQFZtVvN5uGkRqO5a-lM5cEqGu3x_J8fby9w-D_mki
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¢ƻ ƳŀǊƪ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ /ƻǳƴǘ ƻƴ bŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ Ǌŀƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊǎ ƻƴ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ  

L ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƻ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ 
ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊ ŦƻŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎΩ ŦŀǊƳ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ōŀǎŜƭƛƴƛƴƎΦ 
.ŀǎŜƭƛƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 
ƛƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŦŀǊƳ ǘŜƴŀƴǘǎΦ  

! ƎƻƻŘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭŘŦƻǿƭ ϧ ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ .ƭǳŜ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ DǊƻǳǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ мллΣллл ƘŜŎǘŀǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ tƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊǎƘƭŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
ŦŀǊƳŜŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǘƳŀǊǎƘ ƛƴ ǘŀŎƪƭƛƴƎ 
ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ L ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŜ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ 
όbwbύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǳǇΣ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǊƛŎƘ ǎƛǘŜǎΣ 
ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘŀŎƪƭƛƴƎ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ 
ƭƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΦ WŜƴƴȅ DǊƛƎƎǎΣ 
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{ŜƴƛƻǊ !ŘǾƛǎŜǊ ŦƻǊ {ƻŎƛŀƭ LƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ς /ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜ ǘƻ [ŀƴŎŀǎƘƛǊŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ [ŀƴŎŀǎƘƛǊŜΦ {ƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛƎƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŀŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ !ǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊΣ ǎƘŜ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ όŜΦƎΦ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ¢Ǌǳǎǘύ 
ŀƴŘ ǇƭǳƎƎƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
ǿŀǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ƻƭŘŜǊ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƭŘŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǿŀǎ ¢ƻƴȅ WǳƴƛǇŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦ IŜ 
ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ bwb ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƘŜ ŦŜƭǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ 
ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ 
ŀ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿŀǎ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ōȅ wŜǾΩŘ 
{ǳȊŀƴƴŜ /ƻƻƪŜΣ ŀ ±ƛŎŀǊ ƛƴ ǊǳǊŀƭ bƻǊǘƘǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ 
ƻŦ ǇƛƭƎǊƛƳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ 

.ƻǘƘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘƻ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ 
ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŎǊƛǎŜǎΦ L ŀƭǎƻ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊΣ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿŜŜƪ ŀǘ 
ƘǘǘǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦȅƻǳǘǳōŜΦŎƻƳκŎκ¢ƘŜ/ƘǳǊŎƘƻŦ9ƴƎƭŀƴŘκǾƛŘŜƻǎ 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ 
ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ōŀǘǎΣ ǘǊŜŜǎΣ 
ǘƘŜ ƻŎŜŀƴǎΣ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ǊƛŎƘ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΗ 

{ƘŜƭƭȅ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎƻƴ 

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/c/TheChurchofEngland/videos
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Messy Church «June 
2022  

 

On Sunday 26 th  June we held our 

regular Messy Church in the 

Church Hall. We had a good 

number of families and we all had 

great fun. The crafts focused on 

the Natural World. The first 

craft the children embarked on 

was making an elephant made 

from milk cartons and tissue  

paper with eyes attached. The 

children all enjoyed doing this 

although we did have some 

elephants with just one eye and 

in one case with an eye on the 

top of their head! The children 

also made paper sunflowers with 

real sunflower seeds in the 

middle; we h ad very creative 

approaches from the children. 

The last craft was to colour in a 

picture of the world with paper 

hands which spelt out ôAll Made 

in Godõs Imageõ; we did have one 

child accidentally cut off some 

of the fingers on a hand! The 

children worked hard and 

produced good craft which they 

took home to show their friends  
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and families and the helpers 

enjoyed spending time with the 

families. We welcomed some new 

families, and we are making good 

links through baptism visits by 

Marcus and Simon. 

The worship focused on the 

Parable of Sower. Tanya played 

ôMy God is a Great Big Godõ and 

ôHeõs Got the Whole World in his 

Handõ. Everyone joined in with 

the actions. I talked about the 

parable of the sower and we 

talked about what plants need to 

grow. There we re some props 

such as a watering can, seeds, 

nettles and rocks. The children 

listened carefully and answered 

my questions. We talked about 

when we allow our roots to be in 

God we are able to grow and 

flourish. God wants us to be 

people who are kind and lov ing to 

our friends, family and teachers 

and to value and look after his 

natural world. The children had a 

plant pot with compost each and 

planted a seed in their We are 

teaching the children the Grace 

and we always say that before 

dinner.  

Sausages and rolls have become a 
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regular feature of Messy Church. Heather is amazing at producing 45 

sausages just at the right time! Lyn worked hard making tea and 

coffee for Mums, Dads and Grandparents and squash for the children.  

As always Messy Church is a team effort so thank you to my amazing 

helpers for everything that they do. Bookings can be made for our 

next Messy church at messychurch1228@gmail.com  

The team is having a month off in August but we shall soon be putting 

together our schedule for September, October and November. I am 

interested in hearing from people who have new craft materials but 

please no more milk cartons for now! There is one thing that every 

member of our congregation can do which is to pray for Messy 

Church; for the children, families and helpers.     

Cathy Sanderson  

 

   

 

 

 

 

I don't suppose children still have autograph books these days but 

when I was at primary school in the Fifties most of us had one! 

Amongst all the funny entries like   YYUR YYUB ICUR YY4me , and 

Never make love at the garden gate. Love may be blind 

but the neighbour ain õt , my teacher Mr Merryfield   added a 

touch of class: To Christine: have a heart that never 

hardens and a temper that never tries and a touch that 

never hurts . This quote from Dickens is still good advice. Then this 

 

 

mailto:messychurch1228@gmail.com
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from my mother: A contented  mind is a blessing kind. A 

merry heart is a purse well lined .  And from my father: It 

ain't no use to grumble and complain. It's just as cheap 

and easy to rejoice. When God sorts out the weather and 

sends rain. Why, rain's my choice.  Advice rarely taken by the 

man himself!  

 

Long after the days of the well-thumbed little book I enjoyed 

reading the signed thoughts of the people I admired. Jeremy Brett 

modestly wrote that he was very pleased that his work was 

appreciated (but I daresay he realised his stunning good looks had 

something to do with it). Ian Mc Kellen from the Eighties thanked 

me for supporting his stance against Clause 28 (remember that?) 

and said he hoped justice and love would one day prevail. 

 

My favourite is written on a torn scrap of paper. Several years ago I 

was sitting in the Morse Bar at the Randolph hotel in Oxford on a 

day out and I realised Colin Dexter was sitting close by. I couldn't 

resist telling him I had all his books and he said "Come and sit here", 

and we had a chat. He wrote on a torn off page from a notebook 

How nice it was to meet in the Morse Bar and good luck 

now and always.   "Keep this", he twinkled,  "it'll be worth a 

fortune one day". 

 

It is now so easy to press a button and take a selfie to remember a 

meeting ... But I th ink those written voices from the past with their 

thoughtful or amusing reflections and advice have a particular 

poignancy and significance. 
 

Even the ones in the well-thumbed autograph book from Junior 

Four ...  
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Thank you to Debbie for her photos 
of the Fete it is so good to be able 
to look back on the day. We were 
very pleased to break free of the 
restrictions placed on our event last 
year. As ever LOTS of books and 
jigsaws appeared, quite a few 
tombola prizes and various other 
items. They were dutifully 
transported to the back cupboard in 
the hall ready for the next stage of 
activity.  
 

SUMMER 
FETE 

The afternoon before the Fete finds a 
small but dedicated band of workers 
who transfer the contents of the 
cupboard to the various tables in the 
hall.  The many boxes and bags of 
books are sorted into alphabetical 
order. The jigsaws stacked and the 
tombola ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƴǳƳōŜǊŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ 
hard work but worth it. The catering 
ladies create the dining area and 
plants start to arrive. Then the knit 
and natter ladies set up a lovely 
display of their handiwork. 
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Saturday morning everyone is 
dedicated to being ready for the 11.30 
start. The customers are queueing 
up and Simon says it is time for the off. 
It is busy on our bookstall and we 
made £67 which is all profit. 
 


