Address for Advent 2 December 2012
Good morning

In case there are visitors here or you missed the introduction, we are looking, over the next few weeks
at Robert Warren’s work on the ‘7 marks of a healthy church’ which, in essence, looks at the
characteristics of churches (of all shapes and sizes) which are ‘growing churches’. We are looking at
these characteristics in this sermon series, and also discussing them in home groups.

From your leaflet about these you’ll see that today we look at the second mark: outward looking focus:

1 Growing Churches that have this tend to be deeply rooted in the local community, working in
partnerships with other groups and organisations

1 They tend to be passionate and prophetic about local and global issues of justice and peace

1 They make the connection between faith and daily living

1 They respond to human need by loving service

This being the second Sunday of Advent, in our Collect we remember John the Baptist calling people to
change their ways. John was calling people to ‘prepare the way of the Lord’. So perhaps a question this
Advent is: Are we individually and as a church needing to ‘clear some rubble’ some obstacles out of our
routines and our lives so that we can ‘make a straight path for God’s will to work in us, and in this
church?

That is a profound question for us to ponder this Advent- when we are called to some spiritual
reflection. What would John the Baptist say to us | wonder? What gets in the way us being better
servants of our community and our world?

As some of you know, | and Ngozi are arranging visits to the home groups as they discuss the 7 marks of
a healthy church. | enjoyed visiting the Revive home group last Friday. | look forward to visiting some
others in the next few weeks. Last Friday Revive looked at the passage about the ‘Good Samaritan’ in
Luke ¢ 10. We then talked through 3 questions designed to help us think about whether we had an
‘outward looking focus’. These were the questions:

What does it cost to be a Good Samaritan?

Who are our neighbours today?

Who is calling out for our help in the world around us?

I'd like, briefly, to share what emerged from our discussions:

Firstly we identified that the Samaritan, unlike the other 2 characters, was willing to step outside his
comfort zone God’s call for us to play our part in His Kingdom almost always will ask us to go some way
beyond our comfort zones: what we are used to, and so we will have to rely upon God to give us what
we need to do the task he has set. What is your personal comfort zone? What is our church’s comfort
zone/ One thing is clear- in John the Baptist’s time the call was ‘prepare the way of the Lord’. If we look

outwards it means- usually- being called to step beyond our comfort zones to where God wants us to
be.

Here were some of the words that came up under the idea of ‘comfort zone’:



Fear of being different

Fear of the unknown

Fear of being ostracised by the majority

Worry about our resources of time, money, energy
Fear of rejection

Fear of emotional demands

So there was a sense that-if we wish to be more involved with our community, being ‘outward —
focussed- we have to face up to these barriers- some of them being stronger barriers for some than
others.

It cost the Samaritan many of these things to stop and engage with the Jew lying seriously injured at the
side of the road. It cost him time, effort, courage and money. As look out from our church, or our own
lifestyles, at the various needs in our parish, we shall have to surmount our barriers- the things that stop
us doing anything

Finally, what of the other 2 questions:
Who are our neighbours today?
Who is calling out for our help in the world around us?

That is part of what we are about in this ‘looking’ phase of Mission Action Planning- what is out there in
our parish area- the local part of God’s world that he asks us to love and serve?

One of our local schools- one of our neighbours- Goldington Green- has sent in work that the children
have done. It is now on display in the children’s area, and describes things that make them happy, sad or
angry about the area where they live. It is good to see what pleases and what concerns them and to
display this in God’s House.

Another of our neighbours- Goldington family Centre- will be sharing about its work at the 11.15 family
service, and we shall be collecting gifts to help their work.

Many of our church family are involved in various ways withese anddther organisatbnsaroundour
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but let us also be open to new needsvhere our church might be able to honour Christ by getting
involved, perhaps with other partners. For we shall be good ambassadors of Christ when we show that
we care about the ordinary people of our community, but this may also need us to stop doing or do less
of some other things- we can’t simply just add more and more.

So | hope you have good discussions about this in home groups and elsewhere, and may God’s Spirit
help us to see our parish and our world afresh through the eyes of Christ.

Living God’s Love Prayer



